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Greetings WHS Families, 

 
My name is Ian O’Brien, Vice Principal at Warrenton High School. I hope the start of the school year has been 
fantastic for your students and families. Personally, I am enjoying being back to school with our incredible staff 
and students. There are a few things I would like to work with you  on together that will benefit our students NOW 
and in the FUTURE. The first is ​9th Grade On Track/Graduation Rate ​and the second is ​Attendance.  

 
Statistically speaking, a student’s first year of high school is a major predictor of how the remaining 3 years of high 
school will go. ​In fact, 9th grade students who are on track at the end of the year are ​four times​ more likely to 
graduate high school.​ One of the things I often tell our students is don’t close doors on yourself. Sure, many of 
our 9th grade students are not sure what they want to do after high school, but performing in the classroom and 
potentially failing courses only shuts out opportunity later in life. If you have a student who is struggling with a 
class, chances are I have already talked with them. If they continue to struggle, I will be reaching out to the family 
to set up a meeting as soon as possible.  

 
So what does “ON-TRACK” for graduation mean? We define being on track for graduation if students: 

1. Have not failed more than core 1 semester course AND 
2. Have accumulated the credits for 10th grade 

 
Below is a break down on the number of credits needed to be ON-TRACK upon completion of each grade. 

 
● Freshman-6 credits 
● Sophomores-12 credits 
● Juniors- 18 credits 

 
*25 CREDITS ARE NEEDED TO GRADUATE HIGH SCHOOL 

 
The second goal we have this year is to increase our​ school attendance rate​. We have set a goal this year to 
have an overall school attendance rate over 91%. A missed day of school is a lost opportunity for students to 
learn. Any absence, whether excused or not, denies students the opportunity to learn. Obviously, if your student is 
ill, keep them home so they do not get other students sick as well and make sure you call the high school to 
inform us of their absence. 

 
Students who attend school regularly have been shown to achieve at higher levels than students who do not have 
regular attendance. To incentivise our students to show up regularly, we are offering them an extended lunch if 
our entire school has a 90% or better attendance rate during the month. If our students have three consecutive 
months of 90% or higher we will have an ice cream party for all students. In addition, we are putting the names of 
students with perfect weekly attendance into a drawing where prizes will be drawn for at the end of the semester 
and school year.  

 
I would like to thank you for allowing me to have an impact on your student(s) here at Warrenton High School! It is 
an incredible place to work and my family and I love this community. It takes a village to ensure success and it 
can’t be done alone. I look forward to working with you to make your students high school experience fun and 
meaningful to establish the needed skills for a productive and successful future!  

 
Sincerely, 

 
Ian O’Brien 
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The Homecoming Dance is Saturday, October 6th from 8-11 PM in the Warrenton 
High School Gym. Tickets are on sale for $15.00 each and $25.00 a pair. This year’s 
Homecoming theme is Neverland! Homecoming is a semi-formal dance , jeans will be 
permitted as long as they are nice, and collared shirts, no T-shirts please. 
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